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•      THE    NEW    UNITED     STATES     COURTHOUSE 


BOSTON,     MASSACHUSETTS 


Fact  Sheet 


Project  Description: 


Site  Size  and  Location: 


BUILDING  GSF: 
Building  Height: 
Total  Project  Cost: 
Proponent: 

Building  Uses: 


Design  and  construct  a  United  States  Courthouse  in 
Boston  on  the  Fan  Pier  overlooking  the  Fort  Point 
Channel 

4.6  acres  (198,795  square  feet)  on  Boston's  Fan  Pier  in 
the  Fort  Point  Channel  District,  South  Boston.  The 
southern  portion  of  the  site  is  bounded  by  Northern 
Avenue  and  Farnsworth  Street  extended.  The  site  is 
bounded  by  the  harbor  to  the  north  and  east. 

750,000  g.s.f. 

Maximum  height  of  131  feet 

Approximately  $223.0  million  total  project  cost. 

General  Services  Administration  and 
Federal  Courts 

Headquarters  for  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  First  Circuit  and  the  United  States  District  Court  for 
the  District  of  Massachusetts.  The  building  will  include 
2  court  of  appeals  courtrooms,  19  district  court 
courtrooms  and  6  magistrate  judge  courtrooms,  and 
support  office  space  for  court  functions.  Additional  uses 
will  be  public  exhibit  and  meeting  space,  a  restaurant, 
and  a  public  waterfront  park.  The  Federal  Marshall  and 
U.S.  Attorney's  office  will  also  utilize  space  at  the 
courthouse. 


Permanent 
Employment: 

Construction 
Employment: 


1,000  permanent  jobs 

1,500  construction  jobs  over  a  3   Vz  year  construction 
period;  $30  million  in  related  construction  spending 


Design  Teajvi: 


Pei  Cobb  Freed  &  Partners,  New  York,  NY 

in  association  with 

Jung/Brannen  Associates,  Inc.    Boston,  MA 

Major  Consultants 

Courts  Consultant      Gruzen  Samton  Steinglass 
New  York,  NY 

Structural  Engineers   LeMessurier  Consultants 
Cambridge,  MA 


Mechanical  and 

Electrical 

Engineers 

Landscape 
Architects 


Cosentini  Associates 
Cambridge,  MA 


Carol  R.  Johnson  Associates,  Inc. 
Cambridge,  MA 


Hanna/Olin 
Philadelphia,  PA 


Construction  Quality 

Management  Firm:  Fuller/PCBS  Boston,  Massachusetts 


Estimated  Construction 
Start: 


October  1993,  estimated 


Estimated  Construction 

COMPLETION: 


February  1998,  estimated 


Public  Access 

TO  THE  Waterfront: 


Public  Access 
TO  the  Building: 


One  half  of  the  entire  4.6-acre  site  will  be  pubhc  open  space  to 
ensure  public  enjoyment  of  Boston  Harbor.  The  open  space 
will  include  a  2.25-acre  public  waterfront  park,  840  linear  feet 
of  new  Harborwalk,  and  a  ticketing  area,  tie-up  cleats,  bollards, 
fender  piles/dolphins,  and  provision  for  a  floating  dock. 

The  interior  of  the  Courthouse  will  be  designed  to  be  accessible 
for  public  enjoyment  of  spectacular  views  of  Boston  Harbor  and 
the  city  skyline.  25%  of  the  useable  building  space  dedicated 
to  facilities  of  public  accommodation,  including: 

■  museum/exhibit  space 

■  a  300  seat  community  meeting  facility 

■  ground  level  arcade  with  public  restrooms  and  cafe 

■  restaurant 

■  public  waiting  areas  with  harbor  views 


I 
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Project  Overview 


Design 

In  its  design,  the  new  Federal  Courthouse  reclaims  and  extends  the  tradition  of  the 
American  courthouse  design  through  reinterpreting  and  embodying  the  soul  of  the 
American  judicial  system.   The  courthouse  in  its  design  reaches  out  and  engages  the 
community,  presenting  a  quiet  and  dignified  setting  to  which  the  public  is  not  merely 
invited  but  is  drawn  to  observe. 

The  courthouse  is  celebratory  in  its  design,  with  a  cupola  as  its  decorative  top, 
incorporating  a  brick  screen  and  glass  dome  symbolizing  the  spiritual  center  of  the 
building.   The  cupola  creates  a  landmark/point  of  orientation  in  the  neighborhood.   The 
courthouse  structure  will  be  an  L-shaped  building  complemented  by  a  2.25  acre  public 
waterfront  park  lying  outside  the  fulcrum  of  the  building,  as  the  node  of  the  site.   The 
building's  most  striking  physical  feature  is  that  of  its  conical  inner  face,  while  the 
buildings  two  wings  meet  at  a  right  angle,  its  huge,  building-high  sea  facing  window 
describes  a  curved  wall  embracing  the  views  to  the  Harbor. 


Programming 

The  new  building  will  serve  as  headquarters  for  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeal  for 
the  First  Circuit  and  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Massachusetts. 
The  building  will  include  two  court  of  appeals  courtrooms,  19  district  court  courtrooms 
and  6  magistrate  judge  courtrooms.   The  building  will  have  expansion  potential  for  four 
additional  courtrooms.   Indoor  parking  for  65  cars  will  be  provided  below  grade.   There 
will  also  be  chambers  for  all  First  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  and  District  of  Massachusetts 
District  and  Magistrate  Judges.   In  addition,  the  building  will  provide  space  for  the 
Office  of  the  Circuit  Executive  for  the  First  Circuit,  the  Clerks'  Offices  for  both  the 
Appellate  and  the  District  Court,  the  First  Circuit  Library,  the  Probation  Office,  the  Pre- 
Trial  Services  Office,  the  United  States  Marshall's  Office,  the  Federal  Protective  Services 
Office,  and  GSA  Buildings  Management. 

Fully  25%  of  the  useable  square  footage  of  the  building,  147,000  square  feet,  will  be 
devoted  to  facilities  of  public  accommodation  including  museum  and  exhibit  space;  a  300 
seat  community  meeting  facility,  used  as  a  jury  assembly  room  on  Monday  mornings  and 
available  to  the  community  throughout  the  rest  of  the  week;  a  ground  level  arcade  which 
will  provide  public  restrooms,  a  water  shuttle  ticketing  area,  and  an  open  air 


cafe/restaurant;  a  restaurant  on  the  second  floor;  and  public  waiting  areas  with  harbor 
views. 

Fifty  percent  of  the  Fan  Pier  site  will  remain  open  space  so  that  the  public  can  enjoy  the 
site  and  its  breathtaking  views  of  Boston  Harbor  and  the  City  skyline.  A  2.25  acre 
waterfront  park  will  be  created,  as  well  as  840  new  linear  feet  of  Harborwalk  to  enhance 
the  pedestrian  experience  along  the  water's  edge.  Also  planned  are  facilities  for  a  water 
shuttle  and  docking,  including  a  ticketing  area,  tie-up  cleats,  bollards,  fender 
piles/dolphins,  and  provisions  for  a  new  floating  dock.  Plans  are  currently  being  studied 
for  enhanced  park  and  water  dependent  uses. 


PuBuc  Benefits 


In  addition  to  the  considerable  public  benefits  outlined  above  in  terms  of  creation  on 
new  facilities  of  public  accommodation  interior  and  exterior  to  the  building,  the  new 
Federal  Courthouse  will  have  significant  other  benefits  for  Boston.    It  will  anchor  the 
revitalization  of  the  Fort  Point  Channel  district,  a  key  area  of  economic  development  for 
the  City.   It  will  create  1,000  permanent  jobs  and  1,500  new  construction  jobs  over  the 
31/2  year  construction  period.   It  will  generate  an  additional  $30  million  in  related 
construction  spending  and  have  a  $40  million  multiplier  economic  impact  for  the  City. 
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Community  Outreach  Process 


Concept 

The  architect  for  the  new  Federal  Courthouse  in  Boston,  Harry  Cobb  of  Pei  Cobb  Freed 
&  Partners,  was  given  a  directive  by  Judge  Breyer  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Courts, 
which  best  articulates  the  major  goals  of  the  project: 

"This  most  beautiful  site  in  Boston  does  not  belong  to  the  judges,  it  does  not 
belong  to  the  lawyers,  it  does  not  belong  to  the  federal  government,  it  does  to 
belong  to  the  litigants,  it  belongs  to  the  public.   And  if  the  public  cannot  use 
this  site  and  see  it  as  theirs,  if  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  Boston  cannot 
take  a  walk  on  this  pier  and  see  it  as  theirs  and  use  it  so  that  they  can  look 
out  across  the  city  and  enjoy  this  beautiful  site,  and  enjoy  the  public  space,  if 
they  cannot  do  that,  then  we  will  have  failed  to  achieve  an  important  function 
of  this  Courthouse  project. " 

A  courthouse  is  an  inherently  public  facility.   The  importance  of  the  Fan  Pier  to  the  City 
and  the  region  increases  the  public  nature  of  the  new  Boston  Federal  Court  House.    On 
the  basis  of  that  belief,  GSA  and  the  Federal  Courts  took  an  unprecedented  approach  to 
this  project  by  seeking  out  the  participation  of  a  variety  of  constituencies.   The  level  of 
community  participation,  and  the  impact  participation  has  had  on  project  plans,  is 
unprecedented  for  any  federal  courthouse  across  the  country. 

Process 

The  Federal  Courts  and  GSA  have  participated  in  over  100  meetings  on  the  project  with 
community  residents,  harbor  activists,  design  professionals,  business  leaders,  city  and 
state  officials,  and  environmental  activists.   From  May  through  September,  1992  an 
intensive  series  of  community  meetings  was  held  with  all  interested  parties.   These 
meetings  elicited  a  significant  amount  of  public  input  into  the  project,  including  concerns, 
suggestions,  and  other  comments.    GSA  and  the  Federal  Courts  responded  to  this  public 
input  by  changing  the  project  design  and  programming,  incorporating  suggestions  where 
possible,  responding  to  concerns  and  providing  additional  opportunities  within  the 
development  process  for  public  input  to  be  incorporated. 

Federal  and  state  reviews  of  the  project  led  to  the  creation  of  a  Special  Task  Force  of 
the  Fort  Point  Citizens  Advisory  Committee.   The  Federal  Courthouse  Special  Task 
Force  was  convened  in  February  1993  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  Record 
of  Decision  agreed  to  by  the  General  Services  Administration  (GSA)  in  November  of 


1992.   Among  the  items  agreed  to  in  the  Record  of  Decision  is  not  only  the  description 
of  the  authority,  composition  and  general  agenda  of  the  Task  Force  but  also  a  set  of 
objectives  and  parameters  within  which  the  Task  Force  would  focus  its  deliberations. 

The  stated  objectives  of  the  Special  Task  Force  were: 

to  design  a  waterfront  park  of  landmark  caliber; 

to  successfully  integrate  the  major  waterfront  park  with  the  courthouse 

building  and  surrounding  pedestrian  open  space  network; 

to  ensure  that  wind,  shadow  and  other  conditions  on  the  ground  level 

environment  will  be  conducive  to  public  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  park  and 

to  vessel  related  activity  along  the  shoreline; 

to  increase  the  destination  value  of  the  courthouse  interior  by  improving 

the  program  for  facilities  of  public  accommodation; 

to  establish  an  effective  long-range  plan  of  all  exterior  and  interior  public 

facihties; 

to  provide  at  least  one  major  facility  for  water-based  passenger 

transprotation  on  or  near  the  Courthouse  site; 

to  develop  a  program  for  multiple  water-dependent  use  of  the  courthouse 

shoreline  which  accommodates  other  vessel-related  activity  as  feasible  and 

appropriate;  and 

to  prevent  unauthorized  encroachment  on  a  waterway. 


The  recommendations  are  intended  to  guide  the  further  development  of  plans  for  the 
park,  interior  areas  and  water  dependent  uses.   As  a  result  of  this  community  process, 
present  plans  for  the  new  Courthouse  not  only  will  meet  the  stringent  programmatic 
needs  of  the  courts,  but  also  will  help  to  anchor  economic  development  in  the  Fort  Point 
Channel  area,  and  enhance  the  public's  access  to  and   enjoyment  of  Boston's  waterfront 
and  waterfront  heritage. 


Status  of  Project  Changes 

As  a  result  of  the  community  outreach  and  the  ongoing  design  process,  significant 
changes  have  been  made  to  the  project  design.   These  include: 


The  amount  of  public  open  space  has  been  increased  to  2.25  acres,  the 
equivalent  of  50%  of  the  total  site  area,  by  reducing  the  building  footprint 
by  13,500  square  feet; 

The  setback  of  the  northeast  wing  has  been  increased  to  approximately  258 
feet  from  the  water's  edge; 


The  setback  of  the  west  wing  has  been  increased  to  36  feet  from  the 
water's  edge,  a  28%  increase; 

The  amount  of  interior  building  area  dedicated  to  facilities  of  public 
accommodation  has  been  increased  to  approximately  147,000  square  feet, 
or  25%  of  the  useable  building  area,  including: 

♦  the  arcade  on  the  ground  floor  will  provide  public  restrooms, 
a  water  shuttle  ticketing  area,  and  an  open  air  ■ 
cafe/restaurant; 

♦  a  restaurant  on  the  second  floor; 

♦  a  South  Boston  meeting  facility  -  a  large  300  seat  auditorium 
utilized  as  a  jury  assembly  room  on  Monday  mornings  and 
made  available  for  public  use  throughout  the  balance  of  the 
week; 

♦  a  maritime  museum  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Courthouse; 

♦  artists'  exhibit  space  in  a  designated  area  on  the  second  floor 
and  throughout  highly  travelled  areas  such  as  entrance  halls; 

♦  an  interior  concession  stand;  public  restrooms;  ticketing  area 
and 

♦  public  waiting  areas  and  galleries  on  the  second  floor  and  on 
the  courtroom  floors  that  will  provide  spectacular  views  of 
the  Harbor  and  the  city. 

Public  access  to  the  site  and  to  the  waterfront  park  at  the  site  have  been 
improved  through  the  addition  of  the  28  foot  wide  reconstructed  pier  at  the 
west  wing; 

The  design  of  the  public  park  has  been  refined  to  provide  a  single, 
.prominently  positioned  public  entrance  from  the  park  directly  into  the 
main  public  space  in  the  building; 

The  main  entrance  atrium  has  been  made  more  welcoming  by  blending  the 
necessary  security  into  the  area  through  the  use  of  space  and  pillars, 
introducing  a  split  curved  staircase  rising  through  a  skylit  atrium, 
area;  and 

Minimum  programming  for  water  dependent  uses  has  been  developed  and 
includes: 

♦  a  ticketing  office  and  public  restrooms  to  support  a  water 
shuttle  or  water  cruise  service; 

♦  provisions  for  a  new  floating  dock  where  one  now  exists; 

♦  tie-up  cleats,  bollards  and  fender  piles  along  the  entire 
water's  edge  of  the  site. 


A  Special  Task  Force  of  the  Fort  Point  CAC  was  formed  to  assist  in  the 
programming  of  the  waterfront  park  and  water  dependent  uses.   This  Task 
Force  met  on  an  ongoing  basis  and  has  submitted  its  recommendations. 

The  Boston  Civic  Design  Commission  voted  to  accept  the  building  massing 
and  height,  including  the  building's  relationship  to  the  water's  edge.   The 
Commission,  which  reviews  projects  of  special  significance  throughout  the 
city  and  advises  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  will  continue  its 
review  of  the  building's  facade  and  open  space. 

During  the  intensive  design  process,  a  hierarchy  of  architectural  elements 
was  introduced  into  the  Northern  Avenue  facade  of  the  courthouse, 
creating  a  multiplicity  of  architectural  scales  and  elements  which  add 
richness  and  interest  to  the  building. 

A  cupola  has  been  added  to  the  building  design,  incorporating  a  brick 
screen  and  glass  dome  symbolizing  the  spiritual  center  of  the  building.   The 
cupola  creates  a  landmark/point  of  orientation  in  the  neighborhood. 


Commitment  to  the  Future 

The  General  Services  Administration  and  the  United  States  Courts  remain  committed  to 
seeing  the  ongoing  public  process  through  to  its  conclusion  and  working  to  implement 
the  recommendations  made  by  the  Special  Task  Force  of  the  Fort  Point  Channel  Citizen 
Advisory  Committee. 
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Selected  Support  Letters 


Leo  H.  Bonarrigo 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 

546  E.   BROADWAY 

S.   BOSTON.  MA.  02127 

(617)  268-3328 


September  22,  1992 


Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  ."-lA  02202 

Dear  Ms.  Tiernev: 

I  am  pleased  to  offer  my  support  for  the  construction  of  a  United  States 
courthouse  to  be  located  on  Fan  Pier  in  the  Fort  Point  Channel  area. 

My  business  is  also  located  in  this  area,  and  I  look  forward  to  prospects 
for  increased  customers  due  to  the  influx  of  courthouse  employees,  clients, 
and  lawyers,  etc.  '  ' 

Once  again,  my  full  support  is  behind  the  U.S.  Courthouse  project. 


Sincerely, 


^//^&^ 


Leo  Bonarrigo 
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August  6,  1992 


BY  HAND 

Honorable  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  2000 

Boston,  MA   02202 


Re 


Federal  Court  House  -  Fan  Pier 


Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

On  behalf  of  the  Boston  Bar  Association  I  am  writing 
to  comment  on  the  new  Federal  Court  House  project  proposed 
for  the  Fan  Pier  site  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Boston  Bar  Association  is  in  favor  of  the 
construction  of  a  new  federal  court  house:  the  poor 
conditions  of  the  existing  facilities  effect  our  clients, 
the  conditions  under  which  we  work  and  the  ability  of  the 
courts  and  their  personnel  to  conduct  business.  The 
Boston  Bar  Association  itself  sponsored  a  meeting  for  many 
members  of  the  bar  to  review  and  to  comment  on  the 
proposal  now  under  review.  As  users  of  the  court  house 
and  citizens  who  work  in  Boston  we  believe  that  the 
projected  design  is  one  which  will  work  well  for  all 
concerned.  While  we  are  supportive  of  the  proposed 
building,  we  have  also  supported  efforts  to  ensure  a 
thorough  public  process  for  its  development. 

We  commend  the  General  Services  Administration  and 
the  federal  judges  for  conducting  an  open,  inclusive  and 
interactive  review  process  both  with  the  general  public 
and  with  specific  interested  parties.  The  proposal  has 
been  well  served  by  the  process.  We  understand  that 
changes  to  the  project  resulting  from  public  comment  have 
decreased  the  building  footprint  by  13,500  square  feet, 
have  enlarged  the  public  water  front  park  by  one  acre, 
have  improved  the  internal  facilities  of  public 
accommodation  and  have  enhanced  the  street  front  design  of 
the  first  floor  spaces. 


Honorable  Susan  Tierney 
Secretary 
August  6,  1992 
Page  2 


The  Boston  Bar  Association  supports  the  public  review 
process  that  has  taken  place  and  the  changes  that  have 
been  made  to  the  project  as  a  result.  The  outcome  is  a 
Federal  Court  House  that  will  be  a  truly  public  building 
on  an  important  site  in  Boston.  We  urge  you  to  approve 
the  proposal. 

.  Yours  sincerely. 


Margaret  If.  Marshall 
President 


Boston  Civic  Design  Committee 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 


CS/7169M-41-42 


bcc:   Honorable  Douglas  P.  Woodlock 
Honorable  Stephen  G.  Breyer 
David  A.  Passafaro 
'     Sandra  L.  Lynch,  Esq. 

Francis  S.  Moran,  Jr.,  Esq. 
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September  23,  199  2 


Secretary  Susan  Tierney 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affaire 
100  Cambridge  street,  20th  Floor 
Boston,  KA  02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

On  behalf  of  the  Boston  District  Council  of  Carpenters,  i  am 
writing  in  support  of  the  new  Federal  Courthouse  project  for  Fan 
Pier  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  District  Council  is  a  Boston-based  council  with  over  8 
thousand  meaibers.   Currently  a  disproportionate  percentage  of 
those  members  are  unemployed.   In  addition  to  being  a  needed 
justice  facility,  the  Federal  Courthouse  represents  a  key 
economic  development  project  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
region.   It  will  bring  1500  construction  jobs  over  the  three  and 
one-half  year  construction  period.   These  jobs  will  come  at  a 
time  when  they  are  needed  the  most.  Additionally  the  project  will 
generate  $30  million  in  construction  related  spending. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  the  project  team  has  been  out 
in  the  community,  receiving  and  responding  to  their  comments  and 
concerns.   The  result  is  a  better  project,  one  that  has  been 
substantially  altered  to  please  its  neighbors.  The  members  of 
the  Boston  District  Council  urge  that  the  project  be  moved 
forward  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  the  construction  stage. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  approve  the  Federal 
Courthouse  with  all  due  speed. 

Sincerely, 


Andris  J-i^Silins 
President 


lOWOW  FBIMHT  TIBMIWALS  IHO. 


til:  P.O.  Box  404 

wtn  Botton,  MA  02127 


Telephone:  617-482^222 
617^2-7170 


Location:  31  Fargo  Street 
3outh  Boeton,  MA  02127 


September  13 ,  .  1992 


Ms.  Susan  liernev; 


As  a  business  owner  in  the  Fort  Point 
am  pieasea  and  e;-;citea  at  fne    DtosDect 
construction  site  on  zne  Fan  Pier. 


-nannei  ousiness  community,  . 
5  oi    the  new  F  .  S  .  c  o  u  r  t  .i  o  u  s  e 


'-  nave  viewea  sKetcnes  or  tne  proposal  ana  oeiieve  it  i; 
building  that  attempts  to  maintain  a  haroor  line  chat  i£ 
beautiful  and  accessible  to  the  oublic. 


an  attractive 


Business  men  and  women  in  Che  area  are  readying  themselves  for  a  more 
active  business  climate.   For  manv  of  us,  the  recession  has  left  some 
deep  financial  scars  and  the  Federal  courthouse  project  is  ;iving  us 
restored  hope  in  the  future. 


Verv  Trulv  Yours . 
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Boston  GreaiSi^ace  Alliance,  Inc. 

44  Bromfield  Street  #207  Boston.   Ma.   02108       617-426-7980 

Community  Services  and  School  Programs:  426-6597 
September  29,  1992 

Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretarv  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  Ma.   02202 

Re:  Fan  Pier  Courthouse  Project 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney, 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Boston  GreenSpace  Alliance  voted  the 
following  position  regarding  the  proposed  Fan  Pier  Courthouse  Project 
currently  being  reviewed  by  Coastal  Zone  Management  for  Federal 
Consistency. 

At  the  outset,  we  are  very  pleased  with  the  progress  this  project  has 
made  in  terms  of  meeting  the  public  needs  for  waterfront  access  along  the 
Boston  waterfront.  A  number  of  our  initial  concerns  based  on  preliminary 
presentations  and  the  draft  EER/S  have  been  addressed,  such  as  expansion  of 
the  open  space  component  of  the  project,  the  need  for  wind  and  shadow 
studies  at  this  exposed  site,  the  need  for  a  landscape  architect,  and  an  adequate 
walkway  along  the  water. 

But  while  progress  has  been  made  and  while  we  believe  that  the 
project's  proponents  are  genuinely  concerned  with  making  the  site  "work" 
for  the  public's  benefit,  we  believe  that  the  current  plans  are  both  grosslv 
inadequate  and  likely  to  result  in  an  open  space  component  that  lacks 
excitment,  public  draw,  and  even  utility  for  workers  in  the  building.  Our     . 
concerns  should  in  no  way  be  construed  as  opposition  to  this  project,  but 
rather  to  making  it  the  best  project  for  this  unique  site  on  the  Boston 
waterfront,  for  potential  visitors  from  the  local  neighborhood,  other 
Commonwealth  residents,  and  visitors  to  this  dty.  As  the  site  with  the 
greatest  potential — the  only  site  with  such  potential — on  the  entire  north 
shore  of  South  Boston  capable  of  providing  an  expanded  node  on  the  city's 
Harborwalk,  it  is  essential  that  the  project  adequately  address  the  issues  that 
we  raise.  To  not  address  these  issues  is  to  invite  a  reprise  of  the  barrenness  of 
City  Hall  Plaza  and  to  set  an  extremely  bad  precedent  for  future  development 
along  the  Commonwealth's  waterfront. 

1.  Water  Dependent  Use 

It  is  essential  that  the  project  provide  boat  docking  facilities.  At  a 
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minimum  this  should  include  a  float  capable  of  handling  water  taxis  and 
harbor  cruise  boats.  As  well,  bollards  must  be  provided  so  that  private  boats 
and  visiting  tall  ships  have  a  place  to  tie  up.  Openings  in  the  seating  wall 
leading  to  steps  or  ladders  should  be  an  integral  component  of  the  design. 
While  the  curent  EIS  articulates  five  potential  water  dependent  uses,  the 
proponents  have  made  no  concrete  commitments  to  any  of  these  uses.  It  is 
essential  that  the  project  proponents  make  formally  binding  commitments  to 
the  provision  of  water  dependent  uses. 

As  well,  we  would  like  to  see  the  project  come  closer  to  complying 
existing  setback  requirements  for  the  site:  100  feet  from  Chapt.  91  or  50  feet 
from  zoning  regulations.  We  would  consider  a  forty  foot  setback  to  be  a 
reasonable  compromise  given  the  project's  program. 

2.  Creating  an  Exciting  and  Attractive  Open  Space 

For  the  site  to  become  a  destination — as  befits  it's  unique  site — 
the  open  space  component  must  be  more  dramatic  and  related  to  the 
waterfront.  Turf,  trees,  and  shrubs,  even  the  seaside  species  which  we  heartilv 
endorse,  will  not  draw  the  public  to  this  site  from  across  or  along  Fort  Point 
Channel  or  the  Downtown  waterfront.  Though  we  understand  the  architect's 
devotion  to  buildings,  our  experience  at  City  Hail  Plaza  and  Copley  Square  is 
that  open  space  must  be  more  than  a  mere  backdrop.  We  encourage  you  to 
require  and  support  a  more  creative  approach  to  open  space  development  on 
this  site,  such  as  the  proposal  to  locate  a  Harborkeeper  station  here,  or,  as  one 
of  our  Board  members  suggested  with  good  intent  but  tongue-in-cheek,  a 
giant  lobster,  perhaps  on  the  same  lines  as  the  sculpture  which  greets  visitors 
to  the  Aquarium.  Another  idea  which  would  attract  the  public  to  the  site  is  a 
series  of  lighthouses,  echoing  the  more  famous  lighthouses  of  the  region.  As 
well,  the  site  needs  provision  of  creative  activities  for  children. 

3.  Community  Involvement  in  the  Design  Process 

For  this  site  to  reach  its  service  potential,  we  believe  that  a 
clearly  defined  public  process  must  be  established  by  your  office  in 
conjunction  with  project  proponents.  While  it  is  essential  that  residents  of 
the  local  community  be  invited  to  participate  in  such  a  process,  because  the 
the  waterfront  belongs  to  all  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  we  believe 
that  knowledgable  waterfront  and  open  space  advocates  and  businesspeople 
need  to  be  involved  as  well.  Such  individuals  will  bring  a  broader  perspective 
and  years  of  experience  to  discussions  about  the  site.  The  Spectacle  Island  and 
Charles  River  Crossing  parkland  committees  are  models  of  effectiveness 
which  you  should  use  in  designating  the  composition  of  a  committee  for  this 
site. 

4.  Northern  Avenue  Bridge 

Failure  to  deal  with  pedestrian  movement  across  the  old 
Northern  Avenue  bridge  is  a  recipe  for  creating  an  isolated  site,  bereft  of 
energizing  activity  or  commercial  potential.  Further,  an  inaccessible  bridge 
will  severely  impinge  on  the  continuity  of  Harborwalk  and  the  public's  access 
to  the  Boston  waterfront. 
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■      Octcjber  22, 1992 


Secretary  Susan  Tlemey 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 

3oston,  MA  02202 

RE:   New  Federal  Courthouse,  Fan  Pier,  Boston 

Dear  Secretary  Tiemey: 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA)  has  reviewed  the  project  description  and 
Massachusetts  Coastal  Zone  Management  (MC2M)  consistency  review  submitted  on  behalf  of 
the  project,  as  well  as  the  Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (FEIS)  fUed  with  the  Federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency.  This  letter  sets  forth  the  BRA's  response  to  the  project  in 
terms  of  the  city's  economic  development  goals,  Harborpark  planning  policies,  and  urban  design 
standards.   Further  technical  comments  will  be  filed  under  separate  cover. 

Economic  Development 

The  BRA  affirms  its  support  of  a  New  Federal  Courthouse  on  the  Fan  Pier  site.  The  New 
Federal  Courthouse  promises  to  anchor  a  new  frontier  of  development  in  Boston's  historic  Fort 
Point  Channel  District.  A  new  vision  of  the  Fort  Point  Channel  District,  forged  through  a 
comprehensive  public  plarming  process,  calls  for  new  jobs  through  a  balance  of  manufacturing 
and  commercial  activity;  new  benefits  to  the  surrounding  neighborhood  and  the  dty  as  a  whole; 
and  dramatic  new  opportunities  for  all  Bostonians  to  enjoy  this  magnificent  portion  of  Boston's 
waterfront. 

The  new  Courthouse  will  contribute  directly  to  each  of  these  objectives  by  bringing  1,500 
construction  jobs  and  1,000  permanent  jobs  to  the  Fort  Point  Channel,  In  turn  leading  to  over  540 
million  in  multiplier  spending.  The  project  also  will  provide  residents  of  South  Boston  and  the 
city  with  a  2.25  acre  public  waterfront  park  on  one  of  the  most  prominent  sites  along  Boston 
Harbor.  The  building's  programs  provides  a  variety  of  public  facilities  that  respond  to 
community  interests  and  will  help  to  nnake  the  Courthouse  and  park  an  important  destination 
point  along  the  waterfront. 

Symbolically,  the  New  Courthouse  embodies  both  Boston's  tradition  as  a  seat  of  government, 
as  well  as  the  federal  judiciary's  Important  role  in  shaping  New  England  maritime  history. 


Harborpark  Planning  Polides 

The  city's  Harborpark  plarming  guidelines  constitute  important  principles  designed  to  protect, 
enliven,  and  make  accessible  one  ot  Boston's  most  cherished  resources,  its  waterfront. 

The  New  Courthouse  design  embodies  many  cf  the  Harborpark  guidelines,  and  thereby 
promises  to  promote  public  access  to  and  enjoyment  of  the  waterfront  at  the  Fan  Pier  site,  and 
furthermore  to  promote  active  water  dependent  uses. 

Through  significant  design  refinements,  the  project  has  enhanced  public  access  through  the 
building  from  the  main  entrance  tc  the  waterft'ont  park.  The  project  will  provide  an  840  linear 
foot  continuous  addition  to  Harborwalk  that  will  be  available  for  a  variety  of  water  dependent 
uses.  The  project  will  rebuild  the  dilapidated  wooden  pier  at  the  western  edge  of  the  site 
adjacent  to  the  Channel,  and  will  replace  the  existing  floating  dock  and  access  gang  pLank. 

While  these  mlnimxam  provisions  for  water  dependent  uses  are  encouraging,  the  Federal  comts 
and  the  GSA  have  committed  to  a  public  process  to  significantly  enhance  current  plans  and 
programming  for  water  dependent  uses  and  to  ensure  that  the  waterfront  park  and  other  public 
spaces  are  active,  useable,  and  accessible.  The  BRA  feels  that  such  a  process  is  cruciaL  and 
should  Include  the  Fort  Point  Channel  CAC  and  the  BRA's  Fort  Point  Channel  Public  Realm 
Planning  Group  who  have  made  Important  progress  in  addressing  many  of  the  planning 
challenges  of  the  area.  The  BRA  strongly  urges  the  GSA  and  the  Federal  Courts  to  consider  the 
broader  planning  context  of  the  Fort  Point  Channel  basin,  including  the  future  of  the  Old 
Northern  Avenue  Bridge  and  Its  potential  for  expansion  of  water  transit  facilities,  In  formulating 
plans  for  open  space  and  water  dependent  uses  at  this  site. 

Urban  Design 

A  great  d«il  of  public  attention  has  been  focused  on  the  building's  setback  from  the  water's 
edge.  While  the  majority  of  the  building  exceeds  any  city  or  state  setback  requirements,  the 
western  wing  of  the  building  intrades  into  the  water  dependent  use  zone  established  by 
Harborpark  guidelines  and  new  zoning  for  the  District. 

The  BRA  has  worked  closely  with  the  design  team  to  review  the  building  program  and  inassing 
alternativea.  Having  reviewed  numerous  massing  alternatives,  it  was  determined  that  the 
building  program  could  not  be  reasonably  accommodated  by  an  alternative  massing  without 
sacrificing  critical  building  efficiencies,  compromising  the  amount  and  quality  of  public  open 
space,  or  increasing  the  building  height. 

In  assessing  this  issue,  the  BRA  has  relied  significantly  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Boston 
Civic  Design  Commission.  The  Commission  is  comprised  of  a  cross  section  of  design 
professionals  charged  with  reviewing  large  scale  projects  and  other  projects  of  special 
significance  throughout  the  city.  The  Comn^ission's  review  of  this  and  all  projects  focuses  on 
protecting  and  enhancing  the  public  realm.  The  Commission  has  voted  to  recommend  the 
general  massing,  siting  and  height  of  the  project,  including  the  close  relationship  of  the  building 
to  the  water's  edge.  The  BRA  and  the  Commission's  review  will  continue,  focusing  on  issues 
such  as  the  design  of  the  facades,  particularly  the  Northern  Avenue  facade.  The  open  space 
program  and  design  also  will  be  a  significant  focal  point.  There  needs  to  be  a  larger 
appropriation  for  the  public  park  program.  The  design  of  the  program  currently  biidgeted  does 
not  compare  favorably  to  the  quality  and  City  standard  expressed  in  other  recently  completed 


waterfront  projects  such  as  Long  Wharf,  Rowes  Wharf,  Waterfront  Park  and  Dry  Dock  Two  at 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  note  that  the  project  team  has  made  an  extensive  and  successful  effort 
over  the  past  several  months  to  meet  with  community  interests  to  review  the  project  and  receive 
comments.  The  level  of  design  effort  and  detail  on  several  critical  environmental  issues  has 
inaeased  since  the  initial  project  submission  in  April.  In  light  of  this  progress,  and  the  weight 
of  economic  benefits  and  public  amenities  to  be  generated  by  this  project,  I  urge  your  prompt 
approval. 


Paul  L.  Barrett 
Director 


Boston  Wharf  Co. 


Boston  'C'C'harf  Co. 

253  Summer  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts   n;2!0 
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September  24,  1992 


Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02202 

Dear  Ms.  Tierney: 

The  United  States  Courthouse  will  give  a  face  lift  to  the 
shoreline  of  Boston  Harbor  in  the  Fort  Point  Channel 
area . 

Businesses  in  this  section  of  the  city  are  looking  for- 
ward with  great  enthusiasm  to  welcoming  our  new  federal 
neighbors  and  are  in  full  support  of  this  project. 

We  are  hopeful  that  the  population  influx  created  by  the 
new  courthouse  will  aid  to  boost  the  local  economy, 
specifically  the  area  businesses. 


Sincerely 


Robert  N.  Kenney 
General  Manager 
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Building  and  Constmction  Trades  Council  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
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SeptditU^er  22/    1992 

Secretary  Susan  Tlorney 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 
Boston, MA  02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney, 

On  behalf  of  the  Greater  Boston  Building  Trades  Council,  i  am 
writing  in  support  of  the  new  Federal  Courthouse  project  for  the 
Fan  Pier  area  in  Boston, Massachusetts . 

The  Council  supports  the  courthouse  as  a  needed  justice 
facility  in  our  city  and  as  a  major  source  for  the  revitalization 
of  the  Fort  Point  Channel  area  in  which  it  will  be  located.  It  is 
an  important  federal  investment  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  a  crucial 
economic  development  project  for  the  area.  Over  the  3  1/2  year 
construction  period,  the  courthouse  will  bring  1,500  construction 
jobs  to  Boston  at  a  time  when  they  are  most  needed.  It  is  also 
estimated  that  the  project  will  generate  $30  million  in 
construction  related  spending. 

I     As  an  interested  party,  I  have  followed  the  community  outreach 

'  process  on  this  project.   I  believe  that  the  project  proponents, 

the  General  services  Administration  and  the  federal  judges,  have 

conducted  an  effective  process  and  have  listened  and  responded  to 

community  concerns.  The  result  is  a  stronger  project. 

I  urge  you  to  approve  the  Federal  Courthouse  project  in  as 
expeditious  a  manner  as  possible. 

Sincerely 


w.  Nigro,S 
General  Agent/ Secretary  Treasurer 
Boston  Building  Trades  Council 
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152  Summer  5freer 
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'ei:  617423-4042 
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September  23,  1992 


Ms.  Susan  Tiernev 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environn-.en tal  .-.ffairs 

^00  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  MA   02202 

Dear  Ms.  Tiernev: 

The  activity  that  the  Federal  courthouse  will  create  for  the  Fort 
Point  Channel  section  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  most  welcomed. 

I  hope  that  this  project  will  be  completed  in  a  timely  manner  for  the 
local  businesses  are  anxious  to  see  their  neighborhood  revitalized. 

Please  consider  this  letter  r.y  strong  support  of  the  Federal  courthouse 
oroiect  to  be  constructed  on  the  Fan  Pier. 


Sincerelv , 

/     7    ^'   . 


]        i       I    7    'j  'J 


Michael  Corliss 
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September  24,  1992 


Ms.  Susan  Tieraej 
Secretary 

Executive    Office    of    EnTironmenCal    Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 


Dear  Ms.  Tierney: 

As  an  attorney,  vlch  an  office  very  aear  the  designated  Fan  Pier  site  for 
the  new  United  States  courthouse,  I  raspectfuLly  offer  my  support. 

This  support  stents  obviously  from  professional  advantages  that  may  be 
forthcoming;  however,  I  personally  am  gratified  by  the  architectural  design  chosen 
aad  the  plans  for  beautifying  the  area  with  a  public-access  park. 

As  a  Bostonlan  first,  lawyer  second,  I  treasure  our  Historic  harbor.   The 
federal  courthouse  project  has  had  the  foresight  to  safeguard  Boston's  harbor 
line  and  for  that  I  am  grateful. 

Very  truly  yours, 

rx  CI-. 

^arfial   F.    Gronin 


DFC/kl 


^^^> 


Dockside  Place     •    Managing  Board 


Box  1 00  •   15  Sleeper  Screec  •   Boscon,  Massachusects  0Z210 


September  28,  1992 

Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Massachusetts  Department  of 

Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 


Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

I  am  writing  on  behalf  of  the  Dockside  Place  Condominium  Association  in 
support  of  the  new  Federal  Courthouse.  With  88  residential  units  at  15 
and  33  Sleeper  Street,  we  are  immediate  neighbors  to  the  Courthouse  and 
are  the  largest  residential  community  in  the  Fort  Point  Channel  area. 

The  residents  of  Dockside  Place  welcofne  the  Federal  Courthouse  as  a  new 
neighbor.  We  believe  that  the  Courthouse  can  form  an  anchor  for 
development  in  the  Fort  Point  Channel  area  that  will  enhance  the 
neighborhood  and  add  new  life  to  an  historic  part  of  Boston.  It  can  serve 
as  a  positive  catalyst  for  increased  development.  We  are  pleased  that  the 
height  of  the  Courthouse  is  in  keeping  with  the  height  of  the  existing 
buildings  in  this  area.  This  sets  an  appropriate  precedent  for  contextual 
development. 

As  discussions  on  the  plans  for  the  Courthouse  have  proceeded,  the  judges 
have  solicited  coureents  from  neighbors  and  welcomed  suggestions  on  how  to 
Bake  the  Courthouse  an  effective  part  of  the  neighborhood.  For  example, 
Judge  Woodlock  recently  met  with  our  Board  of  Trustees.  He  clearly 
demonstrated  an  interest  in  working  with  the  conraunity  and  responding  to 
our  interests. 

This  sensitivity  to  the  community  has  resulted  in  design  changes  to 
enhance  the  appearance  of  the  facade  that  faces  our  conniunity,  a  redesign 
of  the  entrance  both  from  the  street  side  and  the  waterfront  side  of  the 
building  to  make  the  building  more  approachable,  and  coflwitments  to  public 
cafe  and  restaurant  space,  public  meeting  space,  exhibition  space  for 
local  artists  and  off-hour  access  to  the  building  for  the  community. 
These  design  and  programning  cownitments  represent  a  good  beginning  to 
make  the  Courthouse  an  Important  and  vibrant  part  of  the  comnwnity  and  the 
city. 

W*  hive  high  expectations  for  those  proposed  amenities  fnr  ptihlic  access 
and  use  of  the  Courthouse.  When  the  Courthouse  is  in  operation,  we  trust 
that  they  will  be  instituted  and  maintained  with  the  same  comraunity 
spirit.  Wg  would  like  to  sa*  a  mechanism  provided  to  ensure  that  this 
happens. 


Ms.  Susan  Tierney 
SeptBiBber  28,  1992 
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There  is  more  to  be  done  to  ensure  that  the  Courthouse  fulfills  the 
promise  and  broader  usefulness  of  its  spectacular  and  unique  site.  While 
the  government  has  stated  its  comottnient  to  public  waterfront  access  and 
to  incorporating  water-dependent  uses,  these  plans  are  far  from  coraolete 
at  this  time.  The  design  of  the  waterfront  park  swst  recognize  the 
cofflnwnity's  Interest  in  having  a  connection  with  the  water.  Plans  must  be 
developed  for  water  taxi  and  other  boating  opportunities  at  the  site.  The 
coTwection  to  downtown  Boston  over  the  Old  Northern  Avenue  Bridge  is 
unsettled.  Convenient  pedestrian  access  mast  be  maintained  if  the 
Courthouse  is  to  be  easily  accessible. 

Little  work  has  yet  been  done  on  these  issues,  although  they  have  been 
clearly  recognized  as  important.  The  government  has  proposed,  and  we 
support,  the  formation  of  a  citizens  group  to  articulate  and  help  develop 
the  public  program  for  the  park,  the  waterfront  and  the  public  space 
within  the  Courthouse.  As  the  nearest  residential  neignbors  to  the  site, 
and  the  most  likely  park-goers,  Dockside  Place  residents  are  committed  to 
serving  on  this  citizens  committee  and  to  work  with  the  government  to 
develop  the  best  possible  program  for  tne  site. 

With  these  concerns  articulated  and  with  the  expectation  of  a  continuing 
dialog  with  the  coiwmjnity,  we  look  forward  to  seeing  the  new  Federal 
Courthouse  become  a  reality. 

Sincerely, 

Dockside  Place  Condominium  Association 


*^—  C^^iv "  '  -- 


Jamie  Chapman 
President 


•^fc        mm  mm 
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M^.      Susan     Ti9r-r,ev 

Secretary 

S:xecutive    Office     af   Environmental     H)f fairs 

1  ij!0    Cambridge    Street 

Boston,     MQ    03S'U2 


%^ 


.4' 


The  oroDosed  Federal  Courthouse  project  scheduled  to 
be  built  in  South  Boston  at  the  Fan  Pier  will  add  a  ^nole 
new    life     to    our    community. 

From    a    personal     viewoomt.      I    am    happy    that     the    plan^ 
include    a    park    area     for    the    public;    and    from    a    business 
standpoint    the    prospects     for    increased    business    are 
bound  1  ess. 

I    urge     vou    to    proceed    with     the    construction    of    the 
U.S.     courthouse    as     soon    as    possible. 


Since r el 


V     vours. 


Omh e ry  Ma nager 


JJ^'^'D  ^   ,  '^^^' 


yAr/^. 


c^ 


-ort  Point  Cteofiel  Citizeos  Advisory  Committee 


LawracBADwoer.taao 


October  16,  1992 


Secretary  Susan  Tierney 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 

Boston  MA  02202 


Dear  Secretary  Tierney, 

On  behalf  of  the  Fort  Point  Channel  Citizen's  Advisory 
Coxxittee  (FPCAC),  I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  new  Federal 
Courthouse  in  South  Boston  and  take  this  opportunity  to  request 
that  you  approve  the  pro^ject. 

As  part  of  their  extensive  community  outreach  process,  the 
project  proponents  have  made  two  formal  presentations  to  the 
FPCAC  in  meetings  on  June  16  and  August  15,  1992  as  part  of  a 
review  process  involving  six  meeting  overall.   In  addition  they 
have  had  several  meetings  with  individuals  and  groups  who  are 
represented  on  the  FPCAC. 

In  our  April  23,  1992  letter  to  you  we  had  expressed  the 
FPCAC ' 3  concern's  about  the  project.   Since  that  time,  as  a 
result  of  a  healthy  dialogue  in  an  improved  public  review 
process,  we  believe  that  the  General  Services  Administration  has 
successfully  addressed  all  of  the  FPCAC  issues  to  the  degree 
possible  at  this  time. 

Coiuunity  Review  and  Process:  As  mentioned  above,  under  the 
aegis  of  the  FPCAC,  several  public  meetings  have  occurred  and 
there  has  been  ample  opportunity  for  the  residents  of  South 
Boston  and  Fort  Pont  Channel  to  review,  discuss  and  interact  with 
the  project  team.   The  FPCAC  has  agreed  to  coordinate  a  second 
round  of  public  review  meetings  for  the  purposes  of  public  open 
space  design  and  the  development  of  a  funding  strategy. 

Public  Access:  The  issue  of  public  access  and  the  physical 
and  visual  openness  of  the  project  has  been  addressed  by  (i)  the 
reduction  of  the  building  foot  print  by  approximately  13,000 
square  feet,  (ii)  the  change  to  a  single  grade  level  between  the 
covered  arcade  and  the  pedestrian  sidewalk  along  the  channel  side 
of  the  project  and  (iii)  maintenance  of  the  building  as  a 
low-rise  structure. 


tecliusetts  Aveiflstoo  MA  031 
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Open  Spacei  The  project  team  has  made  many  refinements  to 
the  open  space/landscape  plan  that  are  consistent  with  the 
comments  of  the  FPCAC.   The  project  team  has  committed  that  2.25 
acres  fo  the  site  will  be  open  apace  and  that  approximately  50% 
of  the  entire  site  will  be  publicly  accessible. 

Public  Transit:  As  part  of  the  proposed  South  Boston 
Piers/Fort  Point  Channel  Transit  Project  a  new  MBTA  station  will 
be  built  adjacent  to  the  Courthouse  site.   The  transit  line,  to 
be  operational  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  Courthouse,  will 
greatly  improve  public  access  to  the  facility.   The  FPCAC  has 
been  working  with  the  MBTA  and  the  Boston  Transportation 
Departmpnt  ^o  dovetail  the  two  pro^jects. 

Further,  the  Supplement  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report 
submitted  to  you  has  a  number  of  positive  design  changes.   These 
include: 

The  reduction  of  the  total  building  area  to  740,000  square  feet 
by  reducing  the  building  footprint  by  13,500  square  feet; 

The  setback  of  the  northeast  wing  being  increased  to 
approximately  253  feet  from  the  waters  edge; 

The  height  of  the  tallest  section  of  the  building  being  reduced 
from  146  to  131  feet; 

The  amount  of  interior  building  area  dedicated  to  facilities  of 
public  dccommodation  being  increased  to  approximately  147,000 
square  feet  or  25%  of  the  occupiable  building  area; 

the  amount  of  public  open  space  being  increased  by  13,500  square 
feet  to  50%  of  the  total  site  area; 

Public  access  to  the  site  and  to  the  waterfront  park  at  the  site 
being  improved  through  the  addition  of  the  28  foot  wide 
reconstructed  pier  at  the  west  wing; 

The  ground  surface  of  the  public  park  being  raised  to  the  second 
Level,  providing  direct  public  ingress/egress  from  the  facilities 
of  public  accommodation  located  on  the  second  floor;  and 

The  main  entrance  atrium  being  made  more  welcoming,  by  blending 
the  necessary  security  measures  into  the  design  of  the  atrium 
area  through  the  use  of  space  and  pillars,  introducing  a  split 
curved  staircase,  and  providing  direct  sunlight  into  the  area. 


FPCAC  to  Tierney 
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These  changes  in  the  supplement  document  have  addressed 
favorably  all  of  the  concerns  of  the  Fort  Point  Channel  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  to  date.   Vfe  believe  that  this  project  is 
crucial  to  initiate  the  revi taiization  of  this  section  of  South 
Boston.   The  FPCAC  requests  that  you  approve  the  project 
expeditiously. 


The  FPCAC  will  con 
State  and  City  agencie 
project.  CSiven  the  un 
second  round  of  public 
appropriate.  The  Fort 
has  agreed  to  conduct 
design  and  develop  a  f 
and  to  discuss  public 
well.  If  we  can  be  of 
do  not  hesi<3te  to  let 


PjApectfully 


wrence  A.  Dwyer 
Chairman 


tinue  to  work  with  your  offices  and  all 

s  involved  to  refine  and  improve  this 

ique  nature  of  this  project  we  believe  this 

process  we  are  about  to  engage  in  is 

Point  Channel  Citizens  Advisory  Committee 
a  process  with  the  proponents  to  plan, 
unding  strategy  for  an  expanded  public  park 
uses  and  activities  inside  the  building  as 

any  assistance  to  you  now  or  in  the  future 

us  know. 


<^«fc^/L 


The 
Vice-chairman 


cc:  Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

Paul  Barrett,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Councillor  James  Kelly 
Senate  President  William  Bulger 
Representative  Paul  Gannon 
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August  18,  1992 


Ms.  Susan  Tierney 
Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

I'm  writing  to  urge  your  approval  for  the  new  Federal 
Courthouse  project  proposed  for  the  Fan  Pier  area  of  Boston. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  need  for  a  new  Federal 
Courthouse.   The  sub-par  conditions  of  the  existing  Courthouse 
are  a  detriment  to  the  federal  judicial  system  in  this 
Commonwealth.   The  inadequacies  of  the  present  facilities  have 
a  substantial  adverse  effect  on  the  members  of  the  judiciary, 
the  attorneys  and  related  personnel.   As  a  major  law  firm  in 
the  City  of  Boston  with  substantial  business  within  the  federal 
judicial  system,  we  are  always  supportive  of  the  proposal  to 
provide  facilities  which  will  enable  the  federal  judicial 
system  to  function  effectively  and  efficiently  in  the  modern 
world. 

I  am  generally  aware  of  both  the  site  selection  process 
carried  on  by  the  General  Services  Administration,  the  federal 
judiciary,  the  City  of  Boston  and  other  public  officials  and 
the  more  recent  public  review  process  that  has  been  conducted 
relative  to  the  Fan  Pier  site.   The  recent  public  review 
process  and  the  public  comment  received  incident  to  the  process 
have  resulted  in  major  changes  to  earlier  plans,  including  the 
diminution  of  the  building  footprint,  the  increase  in  the  size 
of  the  proposed  public  waterfront  park  and  the  upgrading  of 
both  internal  facilities  and  the  streetfront  design. 


I 
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Ms.  Susan  Tierney 
August  13,  1992 
Page  2 . 


We  are  wholly  supportive  of  the  proposal  and  we  commend  the 
public  review  process  that  has  ta^ken  place. 


Sin 


Robert  B.  Fraser,  Chairman 
Management  Committee 
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August    26,     1992 


Ms.  Susan  F.  Tierney 
Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental 

Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street 
20th  Floor 
Boston,  MA   02202 


Re: 


Federal  Courthouse 


Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

As  a  member  of  the  Bar,  and  as  a  person  who  has  been  involved 
with  the  Greater  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Coordinating 
Committee,  and  the  Massachusetts  Business  Roundtable  as  they  in 
turn  have  addressed  land  use  planning  issues  affecting  the  City  of 
Boston,  I  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  give  my  strong  endorsement 
to  the  courthouse  project  proposed  for  the  Fan  Pier  in  Boston. 

I  need  not  add  to  the  voluminous  arguments  supporting  the 
need  for  a  new  courthouse  but  wish  only  to  highlight  the  sense  of 
excitement  I  have  for  the  architectural  statement  proposed  for  the 
courthouse  and  the  intended  multifaceted  role  of  this  structure  as 
a  public  place  for  uses  far  beyond  what  is  represented  by  the 
activity  of  the  courts  alone.   The  proposal  represents  an 
opportunity  for  a  great  public  meeting  place,  a  true  civic  center, 
all  of  which  represent  significant  societal  values  which  are  often 
lost  in  public  buildings.   Archeologists  confirm  that 
civilizations  are  marked  by  their  public  buildings,  and  we  have 
unfortunately  in  the  last  several  decades  missed  the  opportunity 
to  place  a  contemporary  cultural  footprint  on  our  public 
structures.   The  design  and  location  of  this  building  as  a  harbor 
beacon  represents  symbolism  which  raises  the  human  spirit.   That 


Ms.  Susan  F.  Tierney 

Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 

August  26,  1992 
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this  combines  with  the  traditional  "halls  of  justice"  becomes  an 
important  societal  statement  in  which  many  undoubtedly  will  share, 
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e  from  the  exciting  statement  which  this  proposal 
s,  I  have  also  been  made  aware  of  the  extensive  process 
c  comraent  and  involvement  in  the  design  of  this  structure 
esponsiveness  of  the  architects  to  the  public  comment 

received.   Both  the  judges  who  have  initiated  this 
nd  the  GSA  should  be  commended  for  the  opportunities  they 
ided  for  public  comment,  but  more  significantly  for  the 

which  they  have  paid  to  the  many  valid  suggestions 
at  these  public  forums.   An  open  process  has  resulted  in 
ve  improvement  in  concept.   I  strongly  urge  approval  of 
ect . 
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Tie  Ttstaaraof  wjti  n  ocean  of  wmiow  inssxa^. 


SeptMb*-  ?4,    1992 


Ms.   Sunn   Tiem«y 

Stfcreury 

Executive  Office  of  InYlroiweotal   Affairs 

100  CjBwldge  Strwt 

Bcrston,  Massachusetts  Q2202 

Omf  ?13.   Tiemry: 

A?   the  cp»«ier  and  ooerator  of  Jiwnv's  Hartxyrstde  Restaurant.    I 
iwlcQKie  the  pn>s43ect  of   a  iwv*  fvl»ra\  courtfuxtse    ta  be  located  ar\ 
trw  Fan  Fier.      Th»j    locatlor    15   aporaji1»»taly  2,64Q  feet  fran  ny 
Droperty  aiid  as  a  result  offers  ne  ttie  Dotential    o^  »ai:r»ased 
ousiness. 

AiJde  froa  Oie  obticws  eca*t««c  boost  tt*  courthoose   lefwls  tc 
tms  region.    It  ■ore    knporxantly  offgr-^  a  ci»ang.ln«5  rood  4*d  mcm 
neiq^borrood  character.      TMs   is  d  section  of  tne  City  *(*1c^  rest 
recently  ooly  attracted   fi^nenw)  aiKt  tourlrts.      li  now  takes  on  a 
Benf  ♦nagc.  blenriing.  itself  mitt)  bustUfx?  judicial   profemonals. 
career  enoloyees,    lauryen.   axxj  vaneo  clientelle.      The  oeneral 
P»bl1c  will    t>e  attracted  to  t?>e  beruty  of  the  planned  park  directly 
Qc   the  shoreJiTie  of  Boston  Hamor. 

I   believe  this  project   is   trie   firs:  encouraqinq  steo  1n 
nwiuiizinq   tfw   Forc  Point  Crtannei    arei.   and  we  at  Ji^r'^ 
Haroorsioe  Restaurar:   looit   forward  tc   \-.  with  qreat  «itic>r>«tion. 

Verv   truly  yours, 

JlWr-S  HARBOfiSIK   R£STAURA(ir.    i;ii.  ' 


CMAflLC   u,    DO(fl.OS 
Owner/Presloent 
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635-3203 


635-3452 


Carol  Geanj 
Chief  of  Staff 


Paul  J.  Walkoicski 

Legislative  Cooramator 


A/iiiniirrif  (^eirru 
Secretarv 


September  10,  1991 


Honorable  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  --lOOO 

Boston,  MA   02202 

RE:   Federal  Courthouse  -  Fan  Pier 

Dear  Secetary  Tierney: 

I  am  writing  to  urge  your  approval  for  the  new  Federal  Courthouse  project 
proposed  for  the  Fan  Pier  area  of  South  Boston. 

As  the  City  Councillor  representing  South  Boston,  I  convened  a  meeting  of 
neighborhood  leaders  from  the  Andrew  Square  Civic  Association  and  the  South 
Boston  Citizens  Association:   representatives  of  South  Boston's  elected 
officials  including  staff  from  the  offices  of  Senate  President  William  Bulger, 
State  Representative  Paul  Gannon,  and  U.S.  Representative  J.  Joseph  Moakley; 
and  City  officials  representing  the  Mayor's  office  and  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority  to  review  the  project  with  the  G.S.A..   After  a  thorough 
presentation,  our  group  concluded  that  the  physical  changes  to  the  project 
and  the  openness  of  the  process  have  contributed  to  serving  the  interests  of 
our  neighborhood. 

Specifically,  we  are  pleased  that  the  project  team  has  worked  to  keep  the 
building  at  a  low  height  and  have  included  a  significant  public  open  space 
at  the  water's  edge.   Both  of  these  features  respect  the  wishes  of  South 
Boston  residents  to  ensure  that  the  new  federal  courthouse  is  a  building 
that  allows  public  accessibility  and  does  not  block  South  Boston's  view  to 
the  harbor.   Additionally,  representing  as  I  do  many  working  families  of  the 
City,  I  am  supportive  of  the  project  because  of  the  construction  jobs  it  will 


New  City  Hall  •  One  City  Hall  Square  •  Boston  •  Massachusetts  •  02201 


create  for  the  union  building  trades. 

The  new  federal  courthouse  project  has  met  or  exceeded  the  concerns  of  South 
Boston  residents.   I  respectfully  request  that  you  approve  the  project. 


mcerely , 


/^.  /^^ 


Jmst4s   M.    Kelly 
5oston    Citv    Council 


546  KDatt  zy-Jroadwaff 
(617) 168^730 

September  24,  1992 


Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  MA   02202 

REGARDIHG:   Federal  Courthouse/Fan  Pier  Outreach 

Dear  Ms.  Tierney: 

Kindly  accept  this  correspondence  as  ray  endorsement 
in  support  of  the  building  of  the  new  United  States  Courthouse 
in  the  Fort  Point  Channel  area  of  the.  City  of  Boston  on  the 
WdLer front. 

I  am  particularly  delighted  that  the  Court  will  provide 
educational  programe  to  develop  an  understanding  of  the  court 
system  for  children  and  students  in  Boston's  public  and  private 
schools.   I  am  confident  that  the  South  Boston  conununity 
will  be  included  in  this  program. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the  needs  of  the  South 
boston  CDiiiiiranity  will  be  met  and  the  development  of  this 
project  will  enhance  the  area  in  both  its  appearance  and 
to  increase  business  opportunities.   It  should  also  create 
hundreds  of  desptJiately  needed  jobs. 

I  look  forward  to  the  new  opening  of  the  Federal  Courthouse 
building  and  am  plt;cit>*d  to  -wholchoartadly  endorse  this  project. 

If  there  are  any  questions  in  this  regard,  please  contact 
my  office. 

Vejiy  truly  yours, 

Richard  M.  Lane 
Attorney  at  Law 
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LAWYERS   COMMITTEE   FOR  A  NEW 
FEDERAL  COURT  HOUSE   IN    BOSTON 

SUITE    220O 

ONE    BEACON    STREET 

BOSTON.    MA    02108 


October  23,  1992 


BY  HAND 

Secretary  Susan  Tiemey 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02202 

Re:      New  Federal  Court  House 

Dear  Secretary  Tiemey: 

On  behalf  of  the  Lawyers  Committee  for  a  New  Federal  Court 
House  in  Boston,  a  committee  first  organized  in  1988,  we  are  wntmg  in 
support  of  the  MCZM  Consistency  Certification  Statement  filed  by  General 
Services  Administration  for  the  above-referenced  project  on  August  31. 
1992.    We  believe  that  the  project  team  has  made  appropriate  changes  to 
the  project  in  order  to  comply  with  the  policies  of  the  Massachusetts 
approved  coastal  management  plan  to  the  maximum  extent  practicable. 

The  project  team  has  conducted  an  extensive  community  outreach 
process  and  through  that  process  has  identified  several  concerns  of  harbor 
activists,  residents,  neighbors,  businesses,  and  the  judicial  community.   The 
following  modifications  have  been  made  to  the  design  to  comply  to  the 
maximum  extent  practicable  with  the  Massachusetts  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Plan: 


1. 


The  total  area  of  the  building  has  been  reduced  to  740,000 
gross  square  feet  by  reducing  the  building  footprint  by 
13,500  square  feet. 


2.  The  setback  of  the  northeast  wing  has  been  increased  to 
approximately  258  feet  from  the  shoreline. 

3.  The  height  of  the  tallest  part  of  the  building  has  been  reduced 
from  146  feet  to  131  feet. 
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4.  The  amount  of  public  open  space  and  intenor  building  area 
dedicated  to  facilities  of  public  accommodation  have  been 
increased  to  25%  of  the  total  useable  building  area. 

5.  Public  access  to  the  site  and  the  waterfront  park  at  the  site 
have  been  improved  through  the  addition  of  the  28-foot  wide 
reconstructed  pier  near  the  Northern  Avenue  entrance. 

6.  The  currently  funded  design  of  the  new  Court  House  includes 
a  ticketing  office  and  public  restrooms  to  support  a  water 
shuttle  or  water  cruise  service,  provisions  for  a  new  floating 
dock,  as  well  as  tie-up  cleats  and  bollards  along  the  entire 
water's  edge  of  the  site. 

In  addition  to  these  physical  changes  to  the  design  of  the  project, 
GSA  has  committed  to  an  on-going  working  relationship  with  the  Fort  Point 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee  and  additional  interested  parties,  including 
your  good  offices,  in  order  to  continue  the  positive  dialogue  about  public 
access,  the  programming  and  funding  of  open  space  and  water  dependent 
uses  for  the  site. 

Finally,  we  understand  that  one  of  the  outstanding  concerns  of  your 
office  and  of  some  interested  parties  is  the  size  of  the  setback  along  the 
Northern  Avenue  entrance.    We  believe  that  the  size  of  the  setback  has  been 
determined  by  a  design  concept  that  balances  several,  sometimes  competing, 
elements  of  the  project.    These  elements  include:  the  overall  height  of  the 
project;  the  need  for  a  welcoming  entrance  at  Northern  Avenue  and 
Famsworth  Street;  the  programmatic  needs  of  the  courts;  the  architectural 
integrity  of  the  design,  the  level  of  appropriations  for  design  and 
construction;  and  the  existing  terms  and  conditions  of  the  purchase  and  sale 
agreement.   We  believe  that  any  changes  to  the  delicate  balance  of  the 
design,  particularly,  a  change  that  decreases  the  size  and  amount  of  public 
space  and  seating  within  the  courtrooms  would  be  a  great  disservice  to  the 
public  purpose  of  the  building. 
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For  the  foregoing  reasons,  we  urge  that  you  approve  the  MCZM 
Consistency  Certification  Statement  as  expeditiously  as  possible  so  that  the 
project  may  continue  forward  on  time  and  within  budget. 


Sincerely  yours. 


James  D.  St.  Clair 
Co-Chairman 


Daniel  O.  Mahoney  '  / 

Secretary-Treasurer 
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Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  MA   02202 
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Hon.    Susan    Tier-".ey 

Secrecarv 

Executive  Office  of  Enviro.-.-er.tal  Affairs 

100  CajiDridge  Street: 

3ost:on,  MA  '02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney, 

Re:   Federal  Courthouse  on  the  Fan  Pier 

I  have  studied  the  question  of  site  location  for  the 
Federal  Courthouse  in  Boston.   The  building  must  house  a 
large  numoer  of  court  roons  and  related  facilities  for  we 
are  a  most  litigious  people. 

The  decision  to  have  a  ouilding  of  moderate  height  is 

a  wise  one.   Towers  are  not  friendly  buildings  for  occasiona 

visitors.   This  building  will  invite  the  public  in  a  way  a 
tower  never  could  or  would. 

Given  the  large  footprint  that  must  result,  the  site 
chosen  is  far  and  away  the  oest  site. 

Believe  it  or  not,  there  are  no  other  suitable  sites  in 
the  downtown  area.   Even  the  3RA  study  could  not  come  up 
with  any  suitable  sites.   The  .Mew  Chardon  Street  parcel' has 
been  recommended  for  an  urgently  needed  new  state' courthouse 

When  one  examines  the  downtown  afea  and  marks  down  the 
new  buildings  and  the  ones  that  have  been  landmarked,  there 
are  no  sites  that  meet  this  footprint. 

The  site  is  easy  to  walk  to.  A  new  rapid  transit  line 
will  soon  service  the  area. 

Very  important,  in  my  view,  is  the  fact  that  building 
the  courthouse  on  the  Fan  Pier  will  encourage  planned  and^ 
orderly  development  of  the  entire  Fort  Point  Channel  area  as 
proposed  by  the  BRA. 

More  than  any  other  city  :  know,  Boston  has  grown  in  se^ 

ments  often  on  filled  land.   The  filling  here  was  done  lone 

ago.   The  original  uses  are  gone.   The  courthouse  will  gener- 
ate a  new  period  of  develooment. 
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September  23,  1992 


Honorable  Susan  F.  Tierney 
Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental 

Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street 
2  0th  Floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts   02202 

Dear  Madam  Secretary: 

I  am  writing  to  you  as  a  nember  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
and  as  a  citizen  who  has  been  extensively  involved  in  issues 
pertaining  to  land  use,  community  development  and  renewal,  to 
express  my  endorsement  of  the  courthouse  project  proposed  for 
the  Fan  Pier  in  Boston.   The  process,  which  has  been  followed 
in  this  case,  has  been  informative,  broadly  participatory  and 
beneficial  to  the  community.   The  architects  and  proponents  of 
this  project  have  shown  remarkable  vision  in  locating  this 
public  facility  and  center  at  the  threshold  of  what  promises  to 
be  the  new  Boston  of  her  next  century.   The  inclusion  of 
expanded  transportation,  the  coordination  of  related  public 
projects,  and  the  expansion  of  public  access  to  the  harbor  are 
all  immeasurably  valuable  assets  benefitting  the  entire 
Commonwealth.   The  placement  of  this  public  facility,  in  my 
judgment,  represents  the  deployment  of  civic  functions  in  a 
monxunental  manner  so  as  to  adorn,  beautify  and  civilize  our 
capital  city. 


MAHONEY,  HAWKES  fie  GOLDIXGS 
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The  judges  and  the  General  Services  Administration  and 
their  professional  support  team  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
farsighted  approach  to  this  important  project.   Their 
responsiveness  to  the  suggestions  which  have  been  made  at  the 
public  hearings  and  the  incorporation  by  them  of  many  of  the 
suggestions  that  have  been  made  has  resulted  in  a  better 
project. 

I  respectfully  urge  your  approval  so  that  Massachusetts 
may  have  the  benefit  of  an  urgently  needed  new  court  facility 
in  what  promises  to  be  one  of  America's  most  beautiful  judicial 
centers. 


V   CharlesK  Francis  Kahoney 
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September  23,  1992 


Secretary  Susan  Tierney 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street,  2Cth  Floor 
Boston,  KA  02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

On  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Laborers'  District 
Council  of  the  Laborers'  International  Union  of  North  Anerica,  I 
am  writing  in  support  of  the  new  Federal  Courthouse  project  for 
the  Fan  Pier  area  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Laborers'  International  Union  Local  223  is  a 
Boston-based  local  with  1700  members.   Currently  50%  of  those 
members  are  unemployed.   In  addition  to  being  a  needed  justice 
facility,  the  Federal  Courthouse  represents  a  key  economic 
development  project  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  region.   It 
will  bring  1,500  construction  jobs  over  the  three  and  one-half 
year  construction  period.   These  jobs  will  come  at  a  time  when 
they  are  needed  the  most.   Additionally,  the  project  will 
generate  $30  million  in  construction  related  spending. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  the  project  team  has  been 
out  in  the  community,  receiving  and  responding  to  their  comments 
and  concerns.  The  result  is  a  better  project,  one  that  has  been 
substantially  altered  to  please  its  neighbors.  The  members  of 
the  Laborers'  International  Union  of  North  America  urge  that  the 
project  be  moved  forward  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  the 
construction  stage. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  approve  the  Federal 
Courthouse  project  with  all  due  speed. 

Sincerely, 


\J0Jl1 


PAUL  J.  McNALLY,    ^ 
Business  Manager 
PJM/ck 


The  McCoun  Company,  Inc. 

21  Merchants  Row 

Boston.  Massachusetts  02109 
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Secretary  Susan  Tiemey 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02202 

Re:  New  Fectersd  ODurthouse:  Boston,  MA 

Dear  Secretary  Tiemey, 

We  are  writing  in  support  of  the  new  Federal  Courthoiise  project  for  the 
Fan  Pier  area  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

This  is  an  iJT^iortant  project  for  t]^  City  of  Boston.  It  is  a  substantial 
federal  investment  in  the  city  and  a  key  economic  development  project  for  the 
area.  It  is  also  a  needed  judicial  facility.  Itie  construction  of  the  federal 
courthouse  will  spur  revitalization  of  the  Fort  Point  section  of  Boston  and 
bring  new  developnent  to  a  significant  site  on  Boston  Haiix>r.  The  courthouse 
project  will  also  have  the  ter^ficial  effect  of  creating  jobs  in  the  depressed 
construction  industry. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  ve  have  observed  the  corrirunity  outreach  and 
development  review  process  on  this  project.  >te  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
express  our  views  to  the  project  team.  Vfe  believe  the  project  has  been 
enharced  as  a  result  of  this  dialogue  and  we  stress  the  importance  for  future 
opportunities  to  provide  input  as  the  plans  for  the  project  progress. 

We  reiterate  our  support  for  the  New  Federal  Courthouse  project.  Ihank 
you  for  this  opportunity  to  present  our  comments. 


Sincerely, 


Vice  President 
General  Counsel 

TFM/jy 


NEPTUNE  \ 

Lobster  &  Seafood  Company 

58  Sieecer  Srreer      Bcsror.,  ■^/Icssccnuserrs      022-!^ 


^ 
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)         eiephone  617  426  0961 


September  23.    1992 

Ms.   S^saa  Ticrnfcy 

xeculj^ve    SecT^ary 

xccutiVe    Officq  of   Ehviromnental    Affairs 
100   Cambridge -Street  - 

ton.  I^    02202  .      .     r' 

New  Federal  Court  House, '  Boston 
A'*>K.33-302/Env-8053 


ey: 


Ms. 


d/models   af'tnCr- 
d  to  write  vg 


have   recentl]^   had    tie   good    fortune"^ oik  seeing    drawings 

New  Federal  Court  House  on  Bosioas  FanTBIcr.     We  arc  pie 

5uppon   of  tie   proposed   project.  \  \    . 

The   GSA.   tte  judges,   and   their  designers   ha^^v^ev eloped   a   project,    albeit 
evolutionary,    wiiich   we    feci   is   coasisxeni   with  'lhc»^ goals   and    guidelines   of  youc- 
office.      The    slicing   of  the   building,    the   ample   pufal!?>sjjaces   and   ihe 
programming   of  public    uses    of   ttie    building   w'ill  '  be    iMfegjmentai    in   teaching 
diverse    audience    about    the    importance    of    the    harbor.   tO''Bv^-anc    in    greater 
Boston.      Public    access    to    the    interactive    expenence    of .  the  "Goi^jhouse    could 
eventually    create    advocates    for    the    CommoaweaiXh's    garaiLai^  prot^oon    of 
water    development    activities.  'J     /  ^^ 

We  loot  forward  to  the  GSA's  investment  on  ±s  South^OOTn  side  of  "^c  Fort 
Point  Channel.      It  will   surely   stimtilate  ihe   .'■evitalizaiion  cS  a  aeglectdd 
watert'roni  on   South   Boston   by   bringing   more   people    to   ihe^rea.      .Ad!ditionallv. 
the    New    Courthouse    and    public    spaces   will    provide    a  vibraai   continuation   of 
the    City's    Harborwaik. 


The   New   Counhouse      as  proposed   will   be   an  asset   to   our  exciting^  jgrfroni.      I 
believe    it    will    foster    public    interaction    with    the    waierfroni    and' "appreciation 
of  the   interwoven   heritage   of  Boston    Harbor,    Massachusetts,    and   the 
government    of   the    United    States. 

Sincerely,       . 


Douglas  L.   Lemle 

President 

Neptune   Lobster   Si.   Seafood   Company 

DLL/ee 


rc  Tev\^  Hr.ikAv^ifb 


TTAL   F.22 


:3oston  City  Council 

September  IS,  !^)92 


Secretary  Susan  Tierney 
Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
100  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney, 

I  am  writing  to  urge  your  approval  of  the  new  Federal  Courthouse 
project  for  the  Fan  Pier  area  in  Boston.  Massachusetts. 

This  is  an  important  project  for  the  City  of  Boston.    In  addition  to 
being  a  needed  justice  facility,  it  is  a  significant  federal  investment  in  the  Citv 
of  Boston.    It  will  bring  needed  economic  development  to  the  city  and  create 
1,500  union  construction  jobs  at  a  time  when  they  are  most  needed.    It  will 
spur  development  in  the  Fort  Point  Channel  area  and  represents  sound 
economic  policy. 

As  a  City  Councillor  At-Large  for  the  City  of  Boston.  I  have  paid  close 
attention  to  the  development  review  and  outreach  process  on  this  project.    I 
am  satisfied  that  it  has  been  an  effective  and  inclusive  process.    I  commend 
the  federal  judges  and  the  General  Services  Administration,  who  have  spent  a 
significant  amount  of  time  listening  and  responding  to  concerns  of  the  citizens 
from  the  neighboring  residential  communities. 

The  result  of  the  community  outreach  process  is  a  stronger  project. 
The  project  team  has  heeded  the  community's  concerns,  designing  a  low  rise 
structure  which  preserves  water  views  and  maximizes  open  space  and  public 
accessibility. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  approve  the  project  in  as  expeditious  a 
manner  as  possible. 


Sincerely, 


_3 


■O'J^ 


Albert  L.  O'.Neil 

City  Councilor  At-Large 

President  Pro  Tempore 


-v  City  Hall  •  One  City  Hall  Square  •  Boston  .  Massachusetts  •  02201 


^lER  Garage  lNC'OR['c)Rvri:iD 
Pier  Trvvsmission 


22  I  NoRTiiEF-tN  A\i;nle 
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OCTOBER  23,  1992 

MS.  SUSAN  TIERNEY 

SECRETARY 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICE  OF  ENVIRONME^^^AL  AFFAIRS 

100  CAMBRIDGE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA.,  02202 

DEAR  MS.  TIERNEY: 

I  WRITE  IN  STRONG  SUPPORT  ;:F  THE  3UILDING  OF  THE  UNITED  STATE  COURTHOUSE  IN 
THE  FORT  POINT  CHANNEL  AREA  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

IT  WILL  ENHANCE  THE  AREA  BOTH  IN  APPEARANCE  AND  INCREASED  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES, 
I    THE  BUSINESSES  IN  THE  AREA  LOOK  FORWARD  TO  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  NEW  FEDERAL 
COURTHOUSE. 

SINCERELY, 

°IER  GARAGE  INCORPOPj\TED 

^lER  TRANSMISSION 


GERARD    J.    DiBL 


/" 


ICE-PRESIDENT 


GJD/sr 


PIER  GRILL,  INC. 

199  Northern  Avenue 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02210 


/■''•■  ■         SeoremDer  ^0,  ^992 


Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetrs   02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

This  letter  is  wrirren  m  support  of  ~he 
construction  of  a  new  United  States  Courthouse  on 
the  Fan  Pier  m  the  Fort  Point  Channel  section  of 
South  Boston. 

I  think  the  Courthouse  will  be  a  boom  to  the 
area  abutters  and  neighboring  businesses.  As  a 
business  cwner  myself,  I  add  my  support  to  this  needed 
project,  along  with  many  other  businesses  m  zhe 
Fort  Point  Channel  area. 

Sincerely , 


^rrY   Albertelli 
Ov 

LA/j 


La 
Owner 


KEVIN  LCOnER 

3U9SESS  MAMi3£.'; 


=TE!,C«sr 

SEPH  H.  MULLIGAN 


JOSEPH  K.WAUH 

aCBrAnv-'REASL.BEB 


?\^ 


.o 


CO^ 


t^ 


^  Gasfitters  toc^^ 


>. 


^^z*. 


UN1.1ARV  :.  19S-2 


HARVEY  L.  PLEITMAN 
JOSEPH  R.  GREEN 


'.  CI  FScSICEN" 

STEPHEN  F.  FARRELL 
EDWARD  A.  CICOUNI 


September   2  2 


United  Asaoaarton  of  Jcrurreymen  and  Appraitlces  of  the  Pluinbirg  and 

Pip«  Fitting  IiidustTV  of  th«  United  States  and  Cinida 

Af/Ulitad  wll'h  the  A.  F.  o:  L.  and  C,  I,  O 

1240  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE.  BOSTON,  MA  02125 

TEL.  (617)2a8-<i20Q 


Secrecary  Susan  Tiernay 

Executive  Direcstor  of  Envircnmentai  Affairs 
iOO  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 
Boston,  MA   02202 

Daar  Secretary  Tierney: 

On  belialf  of  the  United  Association  Pluiriiers  &  Gasfitters  Local 
Union  ^12,  I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  new  Federal  Courthouse 
project  for  the  Fan  Pier  area  in  Boston;.  Massachusetts. 

The  United  Association  Plumbers  &  Gasfitters  Local  Union  #12  is  a 
Boston-based  local  with  1,500  neinbers .  Currently,  400  of  those 
meiTLbers  are  unemployed.  In  addition  to  being  a  needed  justice 
facility,  the  Federal  courthouse  represents  a  key  economic 
development  project  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  region.  It  will 
bring  1,500  construction  jobs  over  the  three  and  one-half  year 
ccns'iiruction  period.  These  jobs  will  come  at  a  time  when  they  are 
needed  the  most.  Additionally,  the  project  will  generate  $30 
million  in  construction  related  spending. 

Over  the  past  several  nionths,  the  project  team  has  been  out  in  the 
community,  receiving  a.^d  responding  to  their  comments  and  concerns. 
The  result  is  a  batter  project,  one  that  has  been  substantially 
altered  to  please  its  neighbors.  The  members  of  the  United 
Association  Plumbers  &  Gasfitters  Local  Union  #12  urge  that  the 
project  be  moved  forward  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  the 
construction  stage. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  approve  the  Federal  courthouse 
project  with  all  due  speed. 


Sincerely, 


kfevin  L.  Cott^je— 
Business  Manager 
Plumbers  Union  Local  #12 


Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  MA   02202 


Seotember 


1992 


Mr.  Connie  Murphy 
McDermott/O'Neill 
75  State  Street 
Suite  2130 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Associates 


Dear  Mr.  Murphy: 

I  am  writing  to  vou  in  support  of  the  proposed  Federal  Courthouse 
location  at  Fan  Pier.   Having  a  building  of  that  magnitude  and  purpose 
would  be  of  tremendous  help  to  area  businesses,  especially  restaurants 
like  ours.   In  these  tough  times,  a  project  of  this  size  would  be  a 
much  needed  shot  in  the  arm  for  the  Fort  Point  Channel  area. 


SincereJrsr , 


S&bert  Leahy,  Manager 
weylu's  ivTiarf 
254  Summer  Street 
Boston,  MA 


WEYLU'S  OFFICE  20  Frank  Bennett  Highway,  Saugus,  MA  01906 
Tel.  (617)231-5206  •  Fax  (617)231-0037 


W(  Mr;:)T]</\ljECEN1£R 

hv  KroN 

October  23,  1992 

Ms.  Susan  Tierney 

Secretan,' 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  AtTairs 

100  Cambridge  Street,  20th  Floor 

Boston.  MA  02202 

Dear  Secretary  Tierney: 

Re:       -New  Federal  Courthouse,  Boston.  MA 

As  President  of  the  World  Trade  Center  Boston,  I  am  writing  to  express  my  strong 
suppon  and  approval  for  the  New  Federal  Courthouse. 

When  the  World  Trade  Center  opened  in  1986,  it  was  symbolic  of  an  intense  revitalization 
effort  in  the  South  Bostony'Fort  Point  Channel  neighborhood    Then,  and  now,  a  new  era 
of  waterfront  usage  emphasized  the  importance  of  both  the  maritime  shipping  industry  and 
public  access  that  would  offer  amenities  to  draw  tourists,  businesspeople  and  residents  to 
the  seaport  area.   The  attention  by  the  designers  to  public  access  and  open  space  issues 
has  been  addressed  over  the  last  several  months  and  this  facility  will  be  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  continuing  revitalization  of  the  area. 

This  project  is  also  very  important  to  the  City  of  Boston  as  it  represents  a  substantial 
federal  investment  in  the  city,  job  creation  in  the  construction  industry,  and  increased 
business  and  visitor  activity  to  the  watertront  area.   With  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
MBTA  to  the  Courthouse  and  the  immediate  access  to  the  Third  Harbor  Tunnel  and 
Logan  Airport,  the  Fan  Pier  site  is  an  ideal  location  for  this  facility. 

I  recommend  that  the  New  Federal  Counhouse  be  approved,  and  thank  you  for  the 
opportunity  to  express  my  views. 


JED.ka 


Boston.  .\1.\  "22!<i    -P    4^.'-)-m)()() 


«|t 


t?fi'''t 


